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MANISTEE COUNTY 
 

This listing for Manistee County is organized first by programs that serve the 
entire county, and second by programs serving a specific city within this county. 

The cities are listed alphabetically. 
 
COUNTY-WIDE 
 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwestern Michigan 
Shauna Fite 
110 Maple Street 
Manistee, MI 49660 
Phone:  (800) 968-BIGS (968-2447) 
Fax:  (231) 398-3302 
Email:  sfite@bbbsnwmi.org  
www.bigsupnorth.com  
 
Program Description: 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwestern Michigan works with caring individuals, service 
groups, businesses, and faith-based organizations to provide volunteer mentors to at-risk 
children. The youth come from predominantly single parent, low income households and are 
elementary, middle, and high school students.  The programs include one-on-one and peer 
mentoring.  All parties are carefully screened, trained, and monitored by professional case 
managers to ensure the best match and outcome possible.  The community-based program 
operates in ten counties and the school-based program in 17 schools. Outcomes are 
regularly measured and the vast majority of children improve in academics, self 
confidence, behavior, and peer and adult relationships.  The average length of a match is 
over two years.  Volunteer mentors are expected to make a six month commitment, which 
involves four to six hours per month during day, evening, or weekend hours. 
 
 

mailto:sfite@bbbsnwmi.org
http://www.bigsupnorth.com/


COUNTY-WIDE CONTINUED 
 
ExperienceSeniorPower.com 
Tony Fama 
Maria Madeline Project, Inc. 
24630 Scotia Boulevard 
Oak Park, Michigan 48237 
Phone: (248) 398-6438 
Fax: (248) 692-0391 
Email: tony.fama@experienceseniorpower.com  
 
Program Description: 
Through ExperienceSeniorPower.com, children and senior citizens learn computer and job 
skills together.  Children receive an adult role model through these “adoptive grandparent” 
relationships and seniors have the opportunity to contribute their life experience and 
knowledge.  This program includes one-on-one, group, team, and e-mentoring activities.  
Senior volunteers are expected to make a one year commitment during morning, afternoon, 
or weekend hours. 
 
 
Michigan Youth Leadership Forum 
William Milzarski 
320 North Washington Square, Suite 250 
Lansing, Michigan 48913 
Phone: (877) 499-6232 
Fax: (877) 499-6232 
Email: MilzarskiW@Michigan.gov  
www.MYLF.org  
 
Program Description: 
The Michigan Youth Leadership Forum involves 35 high school students that have 
disabilities.  The students are integrated with other students and adults with disabilities 
to learn leadership, social skills, and citizenship. The program involves one-on-one, team, 
and peer mentoring and takes place during one week during the summer.  The program is 
managed by the Michigan Commission on Disability Concerns.  Volunteers are expected to 
commit to one full week in the summer and follow up activities. 
 
 

mailto:tony.fama@experienceseniorpower.com
mailto:MilzarskiW@Michigan.gov
http://www.mylf.org/


COUNTY-WIDE CONTINUED 
 
Volunteer Centers of Michigan  
Judy Tymowicz 
1048 Pierpont, Suite 3 
Lansing, Michigan 48911 
Phone: (517) 492-2430 
Fax:  (517) 492-2444 
Email: tymowicz@mivolunteers.org  
 
Program Description: 
Volunteer Centers recruit, train, and place volunteers in nonprofit organizations 
throughout their service area.  They are inclusive, serving all nonprofits and residents—
they do not limit their service to a particular issue, group of people, or type of activity.  
Michigan’s Volunteer Centers are all prepared to assist mentors find organizations where 
they can volunteer.  Volunteer Centers often take a leadership position in convening 
organizations and individuals to find solutions to complex community issues.  They live their 
belief that people enrich their own lives and strengthen their communities through 
volunteer service. 
 
 
BRETHREN 
 

Brethren High School 
Deb Crandell 
4400 High Bridge Road 
Brethren, Michigan 49619 
Phone: (231) 477-5356 
Fax: (231) 477-5242 
Email: crandell@manistee.org  
 

Program Description: 
Brethren High School has a team mentoring program that involves artists who serve as 
mentors for the acdemic service-learning programs in the advanced art classes.  Students 
range from grades six through 12.  Several artists are a part of this exciting collaboration 
working to create installation pieces in the local environment.  Some projects are week-
long workshops, while others have taken two to three years to complete.  All projects 
focus on creating job skills, improving communication, and connecting students to the 
community through the arts.  Many of the mentors are college level art professors—
working or retired—who learned about the program through the Michigan Legacy Art Park.  
Volunteer mentors are expected to make a one year commitment, which involves two to 
four hours per month. 
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